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firmly planted in Rome, and seemed likely to take root there
for good; Lannoy succeeded the Prince of Orange in command,
but died of the plague, all the splendour of the Rome of Leo
X was destroyed, and when, after nine months' occupation,
the army, utterly demoralised by its long debauch, was driven
out of the city by the plague, they left it a ruined and desolated
waste.

Meanwhile, as soon as the news arrived of Pope Clement's
disaster, and of his being besieged in the castle of St. Angelo,
Florence, seeing now an opportunity of throwing off the yoke
which he had long been craftily but steadily tightening upon
her, revolted from his authority, and for the third time ban-
ished the Medici family (iQth May 1527).10 At the same time
Venice, taking advantage of the opportunity, seized Ravenna
and othsr places in the States of the Church, and the Dukes of
Ferrara and Urbmo resumed possession of those territories
of which the Papacy had deprived them. At this juncture also
Henry VIII of England began to press Clement to grant him
a divorce from his Queen, Katharine of Arragon, the aunt of
Charles V. But Clement was truly not just then in a position
to offend Charles further, or to give attention to such matters.